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Improved 
antibiotic spray 
Intervet/Schering-Plough Animal Health 
has launched a new oxytetracycline 
spray system which, it says, promises 
more accurate antibiotic delivery 
whether the can is used in an upright 
or inverted position. 

Its new Engemycin Spray has been 
developed specifically to address 
problems reported with traditional 
aerosol cans.

According to Alasdair King, Intervet/
Schering-Plough’s veterinary manager, 
‘Antibiotic sprays are used widely, yet 
they can become a practical nuisance to 
both vets and farmers simply because 
many cans do not perform satisfactorily. 
All too frequently the nozzle leaks or 
detaches, the spray pattern is irregular 
– particularly if the can is held upside 
down as it so often needs to be – or 
the valve clogs before the can is empty. 
This can be a source of great frustration 
to users, but new Engemycin Spray 
overcomes all these problems.’

The new spray, the company 
says, combines a unique, quick-drying 
formulation with an innovative, non-
clogging spray valve. ‘The quick-drying 
formulation minimises wastage from 
the sprayed area, while the new valve 
– which works as well when the can 
is upside down 
– cuts spraying 
time and 
ensures more 
reliable and 
constant delivery 
of antibiotic. The 
valve is unique 
and designed to 
enable the can 
to fully empty.’ 

Engemycin 
Spray is licensed 
for the treatment 
of foot and 
wound infections 
in cattle, sheep 
or pigs following 
surgery or 
physical injury. 

Combined injectable parasiticide  
for sheep

Scrubbed up
Scrubwear produced by professional outfit-
ters Grahame Gardner has recently under-
gone a makeover. 

The company says that its Urbane collec-
tion showcases ‘stylish scrubwear developed 
specifically for the female form’ and that this 

is complemented by a contemporary unisex 
range, Easiephit. The stocked size range has 
recently been increased and both ranges come 
in a variety of colours including shades such 
as wisteria and amethyst as well as traditional 
blues and greens.

Norbrook Laboratories has introduced 
Closamectin Injection for Sheep, a combined 
endo- and ectoparasiticide for the treatment 
of liver fluke, roundworms and lungworms, 
nasal bots and sheep scab.

The product has been licensed in the UK, 
the Republic of Ireland and other European 
countries. Based on ivermectin and clos-
antel, it contains the same combination of 
ingredients as the company’s cattle product, 
Closamectin Pour On, which was launched 
in the UK last year.

 ‘The effect of fluke, worms and external 
parasites on the health of a flock of sheep can 
be terrible, resulting in real financial losses 
for the farmer – so we’re proud to launch a 
product that will help farmers control these 
parasites,’ says Alistair Couper, the compa-
ny’s veterinary manager for Great Britain. 
‘Liver fluke is one of the most damaging of 
all parasites affecting sheep in the UK and 
Ireland and around 10 per cent of acute cases 
result in sudden death. Although most sheep 
farmers are treating regularly, we believe that 
Closamectin Injection for Sheep will be a 
popular alternative to traditional drenches.’

 Closamectin Injection for Sheep contains 
5 mg/ml ivermectin and 125 mg/ml closan-
tel, and is licensed for the treatment of liver 
fluke (from seven weeks old), a wide range 
of gastrointestinal roundworms and lung-
worms, and sheep scab. For control of sheep 
scab, a second injection with an ivermectin-
only product must be given one week later.

The product has been licensed POM-
VPS in the UK and various pack sizes are 
available.
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Meloxicam injection for cats

Intervet/Schering-Plough Animal Health has 
announced that it is reintroducing its stran-
gles vaccine, Equilis StrepE, in Europe. The 
vaccine was voluntarily withdrawn from the 
market in 2007 for stability reasons.

The vaccine was reintroduced in the 
Netherlands in May this year, and is sched-
uled to be reintroduced in Italy in September 
and in the UK in October. Further relaunches 
in European countries are scheduled later in 
2010 and beyond.

The company says that three years of 
additional research and development have 
resulted in several improvements to the vac-
cine, including a better manufacturing proc-
ess to ensure that the product maintains its 
characteristics throughout its shelf-life. In 
addition, ‘a more user-friendly applicator has 
been developed, which enables the needle to 

slot into place, thereby making it easier to 
administer the vaccine.’

The vaccine is administered through a 
submucosal injection in the horse’s upper 
lip, and provides immunity for three months 
following two initial injections, four weeks 
apart. 

Strangles vaccine relaunched in Europe

Boehringer Ingelheim has introduced a  
new presentation of Metacam Injection 
for cats, containing 2 mg/ml of the NSAID  
meloxicam. It believes that this, combined 
with a new product indication that allows 
its existing oral suspension containing 0.5 
mg/ml meloxicam to be used for up to four 
subsequent days, will give vets increased 
flexibility in managing feline postoperative 
pain.

It says Metacam 2 mg/ml Injection 
for cats allows accurate dosing to be easily 
achieved, particularly in smaller cats. Used 
at the recommended dose rate of 0.2 mg/kg, 
it can be followed by Metacam 0.5 mg/ml 
Oral Suspension to provide up to five days 
of analgesia following surgical procedures 
in cats. The licensed claims for Metacam  
5 mg/ml Injection for dogs and cats have not 
changed.

Metacam, Boehringer Ingelheim says, is 
now the only brand that enables vets to offer 
their feline patients several days of postopera-
tive analgesia, as well as being approved for 
long-term use for chronic musculoskeletal 
disease.

Claire Fowler, the company’s compan-
ion animal marketing manager, describes 
the new presentation and indication as ‘sig-
nificant developments in feline postoperative 
pain management’.

‘Around half of all dogs undergoing  
surgery receive an injectable NSAID fol-
lowed by a follow-on oral NSAID. In cats 
this figure is around 22 per cent, yet there 
is no evidence to suggest that pain percep-
tion in cats should be any different to that 
of dogs.’

Parentage 
test to help 
cattle passport 
applications
A DNA test kit to validate cattle 
parentage for late passport 
applications has been launched by 
Pfizer Animal Genetics.

Under current rules, applications 
for cattle passports have to be made 
to the British Cattle Movement Service 
(BCMS) within seven days of tagging, 
giving keepers a maximum of 27 days 
in which to tag and register the birth/
apply for a passport. Until a passport 
has been obtained, animals cannot 
legally be sold or moved between 
holdings. 

On the basis of BCMS data, Pfizer 
Animal Genetics suggests that there 
are at least 18,000 cattle without a 
passport because of rejected initial 
applications. However, it says that 
cattle without a passport can be made 
eligible for an application by DNA-
based parentage confirmation. 

To do this, the owner needs to 
contact BCMS, which first confirms 
against its database that the animal’s 
nominated dam is still alive, explains 
the company’s director Heather 
Bessoff White. ‘This being the case, 
BCMS supply an application form on 
which the calf and dam identities are 
pre-printed. The farmer is required 
to have their veterinary surgeon take 
blood or tissue samples from both 
calf and dam, which are analysed to 
confirm the calf’s parentage. Without 
this confirmation, a passport cannot be 
issued.’

The self-contained test kit is being 
made available through veterinary 
surgeons. The farmer or veterinary 
practice submit calf and dam blood 
samples, the application form and 
payment in a postage-paid envelope 
to Pfizer Animal Genetics. The test fee 
is £25 plus VAT per sample (excluding 
the vet’s fee for taking samples). There 
is no cost for the kit itself. Test results 
will be sent by Pfizer Animal Genetics 
to the animal owner and their vet, 
usually within two to three weeks. 

‘We want to alert farmers to check 
their passport files now and take 
action with their vet’s help to obtain 
any missing ones before it becomes a 
last-minute panic,’ says Dr White.

More information is available from 
Pfizer Animal Genetics customer 
services, telephone 0845 303 7398, 
e-mail: pfizeranimalgenetics-EU@
pfizer.com
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